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CHA P.: 1. 
_ Of Thoughts in general. 


Houghts are natural agitations of the Mind on 

] any ſubject ; whereby we firſt of all gaze at, 
conſider, muze upon, and converſe with 

thoſe Images of Things which our Scnſes for the moſt 
part orignally repreſeut to our Fancics ; and our 
Fancies from them paint furth in our Minds. There 
are Two forts of Thoughts; thoſe of the Under/tan- 
ding, and thoſe of the Will : Thoſe of the Unaerſtan- 
ding arc Fourfold, according to the Four Parts of 
Logickh ; Perccption, Judgment, Ratiocination, and 
Mechod. But as for the Thoughts of the Wil, they 
admit of ſo many Modifications and Determinations, 
that they cannot conycnicntly be brought into order. 
Again, 
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Again, Thoughts are diſtinguiſhed in ſundry re- 
gards: (1.) Inregard of their Morality ; good or 
evil Thoughts: ( 2.) In regard of their Czality, 
as ecrtain and-dgubeful Thoughts : _ ( 3. )-Some arc 
Speculative and 'others Practick : ( 4.) Inregard of 
the Occaſion; -fome arc quiet, and ſome trouble- 
ſom : (-5.”) Some pat, and others unfit; [{ 6.) In 
regard of Time, forme are of the Day, and ſome of 
the Night : ( 7.) It regard of their ſucceſs, ſome 
are lacky, and fome unſuccefsful: (8.) In regard 
of their manner, fore are Ingenious and Witty, 
others Odd and Vitious:: and of theſe larter ſort it is 
tharl amabout to ſpeak, without pretending to pre- 
{crive Laws to any, but lave cyecry one at liberty to 
think as they pleaſe. 

The Mind of Man 1s naturally a&tiveand prone to 
Thoughts: In amornent, withthe flight of a Thought, 
it mounts ffom Earth ro Heaven, and back again 
from age to age, from preſentro future ; like Light- 
ning it ſhoor's from Eaſt tro Weſt, vaniſhing un appca- 
rance, It requires then no little skill ro bound the ramblc 
and excurſions of otic Thoughts; which extend chem- 
{elves even to Things that are'not, that have no other 
Being but what thy borrow from the Pozrts Fancy, 
by a temultuary compounding of Notions inſtead of 
Real; cancreate' fictiuous Objects for their entertain- 
ment, and divert themſelves with Chimera's of their 
own Creation; as with the moſt real and ſubſtantial 
Pigs. CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1 
The Nature and Diviſion of Regular” 
Thoughts. 


Egular Thoughts in Pocts and Oracors , arc 
witty, lively Agitationsof the Mind, elegantly 
adapted to the ſubject : They contain muchiSenſe in 
few Words, and are proper only to rhe Works of the 
Mind, to Poetic and Eloquenccy Ge. . They are Dia- 
monds, whoſe rich Subttance enhances their - price | 
more than their Brillant, They are, 1 fay, pointed 
Diamonds, not yet ſet; rich Mirble, not yet cut; 
fair Statues, not yct placd. Seneca and Macrebias 
call pleafing Sophiſms ; what we call Wit, or our Eng- 
liſh Apollo calis Propriety of Thoughts and Words: thc 
Italians Vizacities of the Mind; and the Spaniards 
Jharpneſs. Arijtotle by1ngs almoit all cheArrot think- 
ing Witrily, to.the Meraphor, as the light of the mind. 
Comte Teſeuro holds, that witty Expreſtions are bur 
Figured Enthbymemas winch pleaſe the mind; ,becaul; 
tiz ſentence concluded confilts of contrarics, Ike 
Mulick made. of skiiful Difcords ; ſuch as wanton 70; 
defy, learned Ipno. ance: 
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_ The-Doctrin, or Anatomy of ingenious Thought s 
| may be brought to theſe Three Heads; their Sub/tance, 
their Ornaments, and their Vices- 


|. :Theeſfential Subſtance of an ingenious _ 
15 to be True and Natural. 


IL The main Ornaments are Four ; noble, plca- 
ſing, delicatey and clear. | 


JI. But out of an affetation of too much Wit, in- 
geniousThoughts often become Irregular and Viſci- 
_ ovs, thats to ſay, quite contrary to the former Con- 

ditions, Falſe, Swell 4, Aﬀedted, unre fin'd . and Obſcure, 
This 1s the Diviſion of the enſuing Treatiſe. 


—— 
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CHA? IL 
Of True and Natural Thoughts. 
I. 


T Ruth is the firſt Eſſential Condition, and as it were 

the Ground of Ingenious and Regular £ houghts. 
Nothing in reality is fine, but what is Truc; Truth 
only 1s lovely even in Fables. All Pcrfons love - 


Truch and feel it within themlelyes : So that when - 
rea 
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read what 1s true, 'tis neither the Book nor the :Au\. 
thor that makes us find it ſo, but rathes ſomthing 
we carry within our ſclycs, which 1s an emanation of - 
eternal Light and Truth. Thus, wher we-rcad a 
Paſſion we find within our ſelves the Truth of, what 
we read. Chriſts Inſtructions begin by theſe wotds: 

I ſay to you in trath, Luke 4, 15. 

Our Thoughts arc 7rue whenthey repreſent things 
faithfully; and they are more or lIcfs truc, as they 
are more or leſs conformable to the Oby ject. he 
moſt beautiful Thoughts arc Irregular. Caſk and 
Vicious : or rather thofe that paſs for Beauritul, and 
which ſeem ſuch, but are not ſo in reality, if this 
Ground 1 IS Wanting. 

ji 11h l 
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6 full conformity with the Object, is whe gall 
exatineſs of Thought ; that 1s to fav, that as qur cloaths- 
are exactly fitted, when they ſuire well roour Bodies, 
and arc in all reſpects ft for the Perſon that wears 
them : S@ hikewiſe are thoughtsexatF;- wheri-they are 
.par- to the Things they. repreſent: Tlius, Aw; exptt 
Thought, properly ſpeaking, 1s-a Thoughr eruc inall 
Is 'Thus ſays Auſonins excellently well of Dido. 


Infelix Dido nulli bens nupta Morito: 11 
Hor pereunte fugis : hoe fugiente penis, 
| | Lucan 
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Iutanfaysy.” Tis a great misfortunc tO OVELCOME 111 
Os War: 


»=Vqus ade» miſerum eſt civili vincere bello, 


54 ch Man knows not whether he is beloved, 


---—-- Felixſe neſcit amar. 


Bur it belongs hot to every one to think thus ex- 


- ous © chat purpoſe, a Man'muſt have his Wit 
ightly ſet 1n his Brain , and be of ſound Judg- 


rhent. 


wt Il. 


Truth is conſiſtant with Figured Speeches, ſuch 
as Metaphors, Equivocals, Iromies, & Hyperbolics 
well managed; as, burning with Love ; whiter than 
' Snow; 827 - 
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>  To:think 'well- we . muſt 1inutate Nature, which 
- Painters follow cloſe.” Now I underſtand by Natural 
-1n matter of Thoughts, that which is not far fetched, 
which che -nature of the Mactter offcrs of it ſelf, and 
ariſes out of the Subject it felt. I underſtand ] 
know not what kind of Bcauty, which is plain wich- | 


Our 
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- out Art. - One would think that a natural Thought 
ſhould come to every one; one would think we had 
It in our head before we read it. It feems ealie to be 
found, and coft nothing, ſo ſoon as we meet with it. 
Tt ſome ſort ut comes leſs from the mind of him thar 
thinks, than from the thing whercof he ſpeaks Fi- 
nally, a Natural Thoughe reſembles in ſome fort a 
Living Spring, riſing in a Garden, and not brought 
thither by Art. & Ha 
The perfection of a Natural Thought .comes 
uſually from a--pure- Expreſſion ,. and an caſic 
Turn. | | 
There ts the ſame difference between a natural and 
flat Thought,as between a good Sauce, and one that is 
high ſeaſon'd with Pepper & Sale. There is difference 
between a Natural Thought, I fay; as in this ; Lz- 
cinius was reveng 'd of Fortune by the Invetives he made 
againſt her ; And one that is not fo, as in this other ; 
Man's blood to be reveng'd of Iron its mortal Enemy ; 
| which helps to ſhed it; makes it Ruft, ſays Pliny; 4 
ferro Sanguis Humanus ſe ulciſcitur. This revenge at: 
tributed to Blood 1s not Nacural- 


V. 


Some Thoughts are not only True and Natural, 
but /ively alſo; ſuch are theſe of 0vid repreſenting 
B his 
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his misfortunes, and how tedious Time was to him in 
his Affliction. | | 


Sum miſer ; hec brevis efl noſtrorum ſumma laborum : 
Cramgue meis curts omnia longa facit. 


I —— — _— 
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CHAP: IV. 


of noble, ſtrong, magnificent Thoughts. 


: | Ruth is not enough in matter of ingenious 

Thoughts, there muſt alſo be added ſomthing 
that's extraordinary ,and which ſtrikes the Mind with 
chat which is lofty, wonderful, and ornamental, The 
ſublime, great, and majeſtick Thought, is that 
which tranſports the Mind to it. There are chiefly 
ewo forts of noble Thoughts : Firſt, thoſe which re- 
hte to things belonging to God : Next, thoſe which 
belong to Men: Tacitus and Taſſo, are the richeſt of © 
Authors in maſculine Thoughts 


IL 


- Holy Scripture 1s a ſtock of ſubſime Thoughts re- 
tting to God; as theſe, I am that I am" Let Light 
be 


In Pots and Orators., &Cc. . 


be made,and Light was made. Both which, tho ſeem- 
ingly plain in terms, yet give they a majeſtick No- 
tion of.Gods Power and Exiſtence» There's much 
lofcinefs alſo in what a Greek Father ſays ; That Chri- 
flianity 1s an imitation of the Divine Life ; And a Latin 
Father ; That 'tis a Godlike Revenge, to love our Ene- 


mies: 
IIL- 


Next, the ſublimity of Thought ariſcs from things 
belonging indecd to Men, but things which paſs for 
great and illuſtrious, ſuch as Power, Beauty, Wit, 
Courage, Victories, Triumph, and the like ; - or 
from Men's excelling, cither in Arts or Hiſtory: 
Thus 7afo ſays of a Sarazin: That he threatned Chri- 
ftians, tho dead; that is; there remained in the 
face of the dead Berbariax , a threatning Counte- 
nanceal . 

Again, when Parmenio made to Alexander ſome 
mean and Self-Intereſted propoſals ; If I miſtake not, 
reply'd that Hero, Iam a King and not a Merchant, 
Me, non Mercatorem memini e{/e, ſed Regem ©. Cur- 
tizs- Mcethinks this anſwer was very Heroical. 


IV. 
Some Thoughts arc not wy noble and lofty, but 
2 * 


mag- 
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magniſicent alſo ; as this-of a modern Speaking to a 
great King; What the Hills have that's moſt ſolid and 
lofty, ſays he, and what the Thunder has moſt bright and 
dreadful, wou'd not expreſs enough, neither the vaſtneſs 
of your Soul, nor the ativity of your Mind. | 
This Thought of Tacitzs 18 flrong. Tiberius, ſays 
he, tew days before his death, recovering out of a 
Swoon, feign'd, as much as he could, that he was 
well ; hereupon Tacitus ſays, Fam Tiberium corpus, 
jam vives, mundum diſfimulatio deſerebat- 
Demoſthenes ſpeaking of Valliant Souldiers, ſays; 
T hat the courage of the Souldiers who were killd in fight- 
ing hravely, were the Soul of Greece- firs 
The glory of an honeſt Man unjuſtly accuſed, and 
layden with Irons, 1s no way mpair'd by thedark- 
nefs of the Hole; ſays Seneca ; He takts away from 
che Priſon it ſelf, what' makes it Infamous : 'Carcerem 
mntravit, ignominiam de loco detrafluruss | 
; ut We nee 
»Comprriſons well choſen; and drawn from Matter 
naturally Great, always raiſe thonobleſt Thoughts. 
Thus Longinus editpares Demoſthenes to/a'Storka, and 
t a Thunderbolt which makes havock, 
| VL 
Silence foratimes cxpreſies the Sentinents of a ge- 
hn Vol” as the flence of 4jax, © Tcorning = 
_ reply 
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reply to VIyſes 's baſe ſubmiſſion ;' and has fomriung 
in: 1t ' groarcr s than. what: 'Can 'be i, has, 
| VEE k-41 (14 "YT LY —_ 


? 


1 rh there 6 


On rok. contrary, the Sremzch of the Enpre bn c0N- 
tributes ſomtimes to the ſublimneſ$ [ofo 'Theughr, 
of which Scripture has riclv Examples; "in the fall 
of the Wicked ; which 4s greater thah the defttuction 
of '7>0»; _ or Carthage. "Thas {© have foe the 
wicked ſpreading him elf like a we, "Bay Tree': © yet he 

paſſed. vey and' oO be has not ;'T-for bt him; [44 he 
lkanks found! Palm 37; gh! From the! Lids fight 
earth oo heaven Jed, Revell 2 26, I 1 1:2 
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Of pleaſing, agreeabll —_— 


IETA TD non T (332 ©1072 2800\\\ wants 5 
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FOR heughts ofthe Hig kad; ep hex: 

ſig ones, whith Yonttimes" ſarptize us OE act 
43s the ſublime ones dos” Noble Thonghts indeed 
pleaſe, -Becauſe they haye-ſomthing in them-which 
charms the Mind ; whereas thc others pleaſe, becauſe 
( agrccable 
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agrecable by their Nature : And what is ſo charm- 
ing in them, 1s as in certain Pictures, ſomthing that 
is ſoft, tender, and gracctul. *Tis partly that mole 
atque facetum, which Horace gives to Virgil, and 
which conſiſts in I know not what gracefulneſs, 
which we cannot define in-general, and yet whereof 
there artiſeycral ſorts, | | 

| Their : delightfulneſs may ariſcaccording to Deme- 
trivs, from the nature: of Objects which pleaſe of 
chemſclyes ;') Sunt etiam nonnulle venuſtates.\in;rebus ; 
uch as are Flowers, Light, Fair Days, and all things 
that flatter the, Senſes... The Works of Monſieur 
Voitare are full of ;pleaſing Thoughts. Thus, ſpeak 
ing of a Princeſs, , ſays he 3 Having paſt through a 
Flower Garden, and ſpacious walks full of Orange Trees, 
ſhe came at length to a Grove, into which light had not 
entred, but as it entred with her. 


IL 


Ingenious Viſions cauſe pretty Thoughts. Marin? 
ſays in one of his 1dyls, that after the death of Orpheus, 
Bees..were ſeen to.ſuck, the firings of his Lyre. Doubt- 
leſs, they fancied to find 1n thoſe firings the taſte of 
their Honey ; and indeed, what we call Melody, 1s 
a Greek, word, which ſignitics a Song {eaſon'd, with 


—_ 
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If the Doctrin of Tranſmigration were credible, 
fays another Poet, I would bclicve, that the famous 
Muſicians of Antiquity, Muſeus, Amphion, Orpheus, 
and Arioz, return in the Spring, and. enter into the 
Bodics of -our Nightingals,/' to: charga us: in their 
Mclody. | 

Another Poctfays, that the Nightingal is a feathe- 
red Voice, a flying Sound. 

What Tafo fays of the Roſe-bud, |1s florid, that 
the leſs it ſhews it ſelf, the more beautiful it 153 and. 
Marini calls it the Eyc of the Spring. 


mu. 
Compariſons well choſen, and drawn from florid & 


_ delightful Matters, afford pleaſing Thoughts : Thank- 


ful Perſons are like thoſe Fruitfal Grounds, which returt: 


much more than they receiv d. 


IV. 


Fiction, or fomthing Poetical in Proſe ; makes 
Thoughts agreeable, ſays Hermogines, Fabule in ſen- 
tentiis maxime afferunt ſuauitatem W deleflationem in 
Oratione. De Formis Orat. cap. 4. Such are Lacians 
Dialogues of the Dead, which hayc a yery witty and 
ptcaling Character. 

Lively 


$1). bs 


2. 


bs $4.54 03: Jf0I:s IO cliLLLi 151 
Lively Meraphors are of i cheir narure Fotntains!of: 
pleaſingi Thoughts, when, not! continued: tow long; 
and nothing perhaps flatters more the Mind;'-than 
the'repreſentation of an Object under a Foreign Fi- 
gurc. We delight, ſays Arifotle, cobchold one thing 
1h another; : -Yet' mult /we- not heap np Metaphors 
oneuportatiother ; becauſe foimany Foreign Figutes 
mixt together, breed corifiiſfion in'the/Readers mind. 
Thus, Yoiture again ſays of a Princeſs ; From. her In- 
fancy ſhe ftole the whiteneſs -of Snow, and from Pearls 
their brightneſs ; ſhe took the Beauty and Light of the 
Stars; and few days paſt; batt fhe Role ſome Rays from 
the Sun, and detkt berſelf therewith,” 
VI. 

Antitheſes not Aﬀected, but well husband, pleaſe 
mhinitely the Mind. They do much abour the ſame - 
effe&, as Liglits and Shades m Pamming, or, as Baſles 
and Trebles ſet-with skill in Mufick. As here, Lite, 
properly ſpeaking; 15 not to live, bur to be in Health. 
Non eft vivere, ſed valere, Vits, Mart, Lib, 12. 


CHAP: 
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-* Of delicate and'\ earious Theughts.' 


OW I muſt ſpeak' of a third kind of ornamen- 
' tal Thoughts, which, beſides” pleaſure, have 
a curious delicacy; 6” father, whote” curigaſnicls, 
beauty,” and worth, arife from their Delicacy.  *Tis 
hard' co: telf what delicacy of Thought means; for, 
tho 'we' frequieptly fpcak'rhe Word,” yet have we not 
a clear'Norign thereof. | F only can; ſay, that hers. 
arc good Wits, 'and good PFamters, who are neither 
fine nor delicate; ſuch as Albertus Durer, and Ruben. 
The, Works of Ruben have more of the fiery Genius, 
char! of Antietit Beauty ; and! cho chere is' borh Lite 
and 'Grearnefs"in' what. he wrought , his Figuces 


arc. rather courſe than fitic. "Whereas the Paint- | 


ings of . Raphael have with much Greatncſs , ini 
mitable_ Graccfulnefs , with all, the Delicacy 
poſſible.” Delicacy in the'Proper is cafier to be de- 
find;than'in the Figor'd. | Tf you ask, me what De- 
licacy is, ' as to Perfumes, Meat, or Muſick, 1 
might perhaps fatisfic you ; but if you ask me what 
a delicate Thought 1s, I know — how to.find words 
Ka to 
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to expreſs my ſelf! ſuch airy Notions are hard to be 
expreft——altwecando; 15To view them near at hand, 
and at ſcycral times, to attain the knowledge thereof 
by liccle and little. | YTo'iframe! then to our ſelves 
ſome notion of ingemous Delicacy, let's not content 
our ſelves to fav, that a delicate Thought is the fineſt 
p oduftion of the Mind, and the Flower of Wit : For, 
that's ro ſay nothing, 1n a matter ſo-dithcult, -. 

A delicate: curious Thoughe is wrapt up in few 
wor rds; and the Scnfe. conrained therein, is. not, ſo 
plain : "Ir ſeems partly” 1 to conccal itſ{clf, 5 By we may 
ſcek after and gueſs it out. The words are like a 
thin veil. through which we perceiveir; a and this little 
m. ſery. is, as-yit were, the voy of; the :delicacy © of 
rw hg Fa it.only; belongs to ſharp- 
Perſons, tou crſtand the hoe Scnſe of a delicate 
Thoug _ | by 

l Deg not whether am un Ld rllogd © for indecd. 
T ſcarce, underſtand my. {elf Bir Examples perhaps 
wall. ear 1 It nth chan my | ſards,... IE 4 

Thiere, cannot, be- a more delicato Thi pg chan 
what Pliny (ay'sto his Prince”: ATANFEY aying lo a 
KC fince cxhaglted AM. NC DEW. mae! ds of p ailing 
* Great Ones ; the only, that rc Gains $0 of pan ds 
: Vireucs, 15 46 dare ro, be flepes 1.48 te racgre'. aus 
deanus.., \ Panegyt. 217] 2 15007 0R2Rt zqare'y 4 


\J C34 An 
# 


? *# 8 " _ EY 
_ p , . # i - — - 9 # rf f Fer, - z \W | \ 7 *. 
CITI] WON f! WIANTIAL >| 11240 L 2038211L9D 6 
v4 


Ano- 


IH 
* 


.\In.P#t5 and Orators, SC. \ 7 


Apather, faid delicately-$o-Cardinal Rjcep.s as 
'twas.ſag} of. an.actict Jopldicr 4.7 Thar hgequld wet 


receive Wounds, but on the Scars he had already re- 
cely d:; waiter: - 007 nid, ps 0p 
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Beſi des, the delicacy of ingenjoys' Thoughts, here 

are others wherem the-HfeFion his Srevter efhatt, tha 

the 'Underſtandings® Ooidiexcelsifplirhidkind | 24hd 

Ins Herbie EpiMes aro ll of fiich” Thieghts, with 

Paſhor! makes Uehicate. 3. iNor do&'Catvllas vidldlto 

Ovid \nvthis point + ForimAanee; '5FMal "ſeg 
* you'deat Brother\* yr thariare dearertoime! han 

* Lite ; but I ſhall always loye you; -At v87i#femper 


exedo. 
$: nt. 


The moſt curious Thoughts by often repeating, 
awake us-not,: and: ccaſc to bc. CReS and fine. 'Tis 
then Novclty,/ ora: ah Tyan at hats winch: ſets a 
gloG on a Though&. 1 - 1G vi oy 


IV. 
Sonktimes a'lictle. H/fegory gives: canning)y £0, un” 


derſtand what we-mean; but it, muſt not be too loog 
0 
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% prove pleaſing. ' Here 'is an excellent ' Mllegory 
made on'che pai "in Urban vim Coat of Arnis. 
, 44G D095 2157 

Mells debuts cunitis, auld; fre foienls: fare : 


Spicula nam Princeps. figere neſcit apum. 
V. 


20 ReleBign Gt Kor th 6 dicious Coal any helps 
wuch iro. the| delicacy of houghe. Such. is this. of 
1 acttes.an Galhd's Gpyernmeats. * Heſecmd greater 
"hat. a Privars>Man, winlſt but,a. Private Perſon; 
and-all helditym worchy; of che Egapare,, had; he mor 
7 L heen, -Emperepi. - "E18iem ones capes pers 
(if 1mpero/at- HOY YO! Ce 'h 4 is Is: VS; : 
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 Politick Sentences ſcarred in a Hiſtory ought above 


all to be 'Delicatd _ _— ardto: awakeni the 
Abs _ bing thas 1g7now! Strady 
fys-thit rs, gray *#whtw- lic 


perceives that x7 is fear'd : Creſci#'ua/arrd, þ forimari 


fentia 
: VN. 


Std 3p fer Fours" Fam bro): hereinithore is 
ro MR ho [ts 6 delight inbRiejriz the 
ind,, 
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Mind, by kecpimg 1t in fafpence: ' as in excellent Pic- 
cures, wherin the skilful atways,diſcover how the Ge- 
nius of the Painter weat beyond Arc. Thus, Lope de 
Vega fays of a Princeſs alike Beautiful and Vahanc ; 
That ſhe was Venus in Peace, and Mars in War. 


VIIE. 


.. Bur nothing is more contrary to' true -Delicacy, 
than to exprefs things 90 much, and che great Art con- 
{ifts got -to- ſay all: on/ certain matters ;1; but! :leave 
others to think more than we ſay ; guedam: non: pro- 
lata, majora videntur,, WV , potius in ſuſpicione" Relictd, 
fays Demetrizs. For, one of the ſurcit means to plcafe 
is,, not ſo much to ſay and. think; as'to- kt others 
think and fay; to. give only a. hint to the Reader; 
Nonnulla relinquenda auditori, gue ſus marte codli 

De Lorution ; becauſe Men are naturally inloyewit 
their own Productions. | 


, 
4 : - > * 
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; bi CHAP. VI. | 
Of plain and intelligible Thoughts. 
$5) being a neceſſary ornament of Eloquence 


4 Prima eſt Eloquentie Virtus, perſpicuitas, Quint; 
lib. 


— 
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{ib, 2. cap. 3. Ingenious and Regular Thoughts ought 
to be plain, clear, and cafily underſtood. Without 
Light, the other Conditions are aſele(s. Nothing is 
either dclightful, or works upon us, but what we ur - 
derſtand plainly. For, a Thoughe being but a Re- 
preſentation, which the Mind frames within itſelf, ir 
ought to repreſent. things clearly. Nay, a Thought 
ought to be ſo plain and clear, that the Reader in 
reading it, underſtand it at the fame time, without 
mulſing. to know the meaning thereof, That 15 to 
fay, that it enter into the' Mind, as 'Light into the 
Eyes, tamguam Sol in Oculos, when we thind it not. 
Wherefore the care of him'thar thinks, 'ought'ro*be; 
notthat it may be-underſtood-;- but that it cannot 
be:miſunderſtood. Qxuare, nor wt intelligere poſit: 
ſed ne omnino poſſit nen intelligere. Cuintil. Lib. 8. 
cap.2. 99.) | 
— Hank when all's done, 'cis bur little to' think well, 
if we ſpeak 1]]; nay, the fineſt Thoughts are uſelcfs, 
according to the Maſters of the Art, without the or- 
wament of Words. On the other fide, there's nothing 
more extravagant, than.a vain! Sound of Words ; nay, 
and * the choiceſt cov, unleſs grounded on ſubſtan- 
tlal Thoughts and good'Scnſc : *Nulla utilitas cogita- 
tionis praclare eſt, fi et quis pulthre lecutionis non. ad- 
Hiderit- Ornamentum. 'Dyon. Hallicarnaſ}. fe Collat. 
. | Of 
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oF. 


IRREGULAR 


THOUGHTS 


PART: IE 


c H A'P;” k 
Of Irregular Thoughts in general. 


F we are not careful t6 govern our Thoughts ac- 
cording to the Rules of -good Senſe, and confine 
our ſelves to the bounds of Nature ; we are apt: to 
run into exceſs. Vitious Thoughts rake the place of 
true ones; Truth turns to” Falſhood, ſublime becomes 

ſwelling ; Pleafing-is but Afeation z Delicaey. mere 
Refining, Light Obſcurity ; And theſe ſundry ſorts of 
AﬀeRarions are attempts of 'the Mind, both above 
Irs Matter and Strength, ſays Tul. Scaligers Conalus 
ſupra 


 - --— 4 
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ſupra wires, @ ſupra rem. Poetica- Lib. 3. cap. 37. 

-Attempting, Iſay, to be over-witey, we think 111 
ſomtimes, and make it too ſublime, too pleaſing, 
too much rcfin'd, For, ad ornamental Thought 
proves Vitious in the. noble Kind, _when we ſtretch 
it to#ifar : 'tis alſo in_the agrecable Kind, when we 
make it more pleaſing than it ought: 'Tis an exceſs 
in che Delicate? kind, "when We rant up to a vain 
ſ@beilry, or rather, fall it irito a flat Nonſenſe. Hoc fr, 
aut nimio tumore, an nimio cultu. Diomed. Gram. l, 2, 
According to Qzintilian, The Icls wit we have, we 
ſtrive to ſhew the more ; as law Perſons raiſc 
chemſclycs on their feet; wt flaturd breves in digitos 
eriguntur; and weak Perſons threaten moſt, & plura 
infirmi minantur, |. 2, C.'3* [7 
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. XN Thought $ Falls when the Notion we conceive 

k of an Objett repreſents it otherwiſe than really 

it 15 1n.jtfelf, and ſo deſtroys the very. Eſſence and Na- 

cure of Things, in attempting to raiſc and adorn _—_ 
© 0 
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Of this nature is what 4riofto fays of one of his Hero's; 
That in the heat of the Fight ,-not perceiving at he 
was kill'd, he fought on,{lill walijantly, tho dead ; Fr 
era morto, And ſuch a falfe Thought is' enough to 
ſpoyl a. gogd Copy, of Verſes, becaule Reafort; is an 
enemy. Falbood,:: .; 40 Ei 

Yet 1s there great difference between Falſh6od & 
Fition. For, Fiction well ordered "according to 
Rule and Art, agrees well with Truth. The one 
imitates and perfe&ts Nature, the other ſpoyls and 


utterly deſtroys it! Fiction or. Poctick Fables, are 


think falſe, and to run intq.childifh COnGElRs what- 
ſocye; mattcr they handle, they rather ſeck a 


thing 1s more 1rregular, than to. think Faltc on true 
Hiſtorical Events. _ FR 


What think you of ſome Preachors w have 
charm'd their Audicory cycn with falſe Concefts, and 
| _ a ecifling 
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| tilting Wilks 55 he' hots prove 'tharyoung 
. $gs de forarfhifoonet than aged refs {xd, 
That John did outrun Peter, and came firſt to the Sepul- 
chre; John 20: 4+ Ot Ike another,” who preaching 
on Chriſts Agotiy mm the Garden, faid, That he fweat- 
ed Bloqd from all parts of his Body, and onght nor 
to weep otherwile,. berauſe God 75 all Eye.” 

Es Many 
Contrary to exatineſs, and Nature, are alſo cer- 
-txinÞretty, but fantaftick,, Thoughts, very frequent 
atnong Spaniſh Authors, as: this 'of: Gongora, . who 
Fiticies a'Nightingal finging, to have a hundred-Thow- 
ſant Nightingals finging ut once 'inthis Throat,” 
| © Jelting- indeed 'authoffſes' falſe Thoughts, and 
mates | 
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Of mean, ſwell d, bold, nad extravagant: 
Thoughts. | 
ap Thovghts Ire diretly oppoſite -to noble 
and ſublinic-oftes; a5*this- of -our yy ng 
\ Chan-- 
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Chancellour Bacon, one of the greateſt Wits of this 
Ages Silver is like Dung, which never profits, but when 
ſpreard wbouts:i' Thete is both; Tifuth and Wit in the 
Thowghe; but hothihg noble, fince the Notion. of a 
Dunghil1s mean: and wnpleaſants. I 1d 
4247 2B v1 Binh anw ent grigh & 1 gi 
EDIT ,£ +3 vt rand Il wv wth; Jo vol on: bo! 
e445) 2 25 SWRIR2Y 208 -; tight tdionA <2 x 
Swelling is Vitious, and becomes not qui«[houghts 
no, -not even magnificent Matters, being rather a 
mark of weakneſs than frength, as-we {ce inbloated 
Bodies, Thus Gracia", one of the Spaniſh wits, ſays 
in his Hero; that a great Heart is a Gyants Heart; but- 
calls that of Alexander an Archiheart, 1n Spaniſh Ar- 
chicoracon, and in pay thereof, all this world was 
at ſuch eaſe, that there was ſtill room enough for ſix more, 
| Was there ever any thing farther fetch'd, or more 
ſwell'd up! This is not only Falſe, but exceſſive, and 
beyond the Rukes of cxact Greatneſs. 


| IO 
Thoughts which run on-bo/d Hyperbolies, being 
falfe of themſelves, deſerve not to_be'put into ratio- 
nal Works: as one that calls Romances, Mountebanks 
in Paper; and another calls Ladics long Trains, 


Hyperbolies of C loath | 
=. © 
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Anas aa 1 fanatic Though are \very. 
oppoſite to ſublime ones; as that of Arioftos Store- 
houſe 1n the Circle of the Moon, wherem: were laid 
up ina Jarre, Orland's wits, whilſt he was ſtruck 
mad in love of Angelica. Ur land furioſo, Ls 3, Stanz. 
73. 82. Another ſaid ; the C entanre Was On : Hors. 
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CHAP. IV. b 
Of Aﬀetta Thoughts... 
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Nothing that's Aﬀected is cider pleaſing or vakres 

able. Aﬀectation conſiſting no teſsin Thoughts 
than Words ; uſually ariſes from the cxceſs we aim 
at: And this Aﬀectation of Thoughts is the worſt of 
Viccs in matters of Eloquence, becauſe Men ſtrive to 
avoid the others, but ſeek after this ; Per afſeAationem 
decoris corrupta ſententia. Diomed. Gramm. Lib. 2. The 
Ttalians are much 'of the humour of thoſe Women 
who love to be courted by Men, they ſtill will paint, 
tho ncyer ſo beautiful, not minding, that they would 
pleaſ. 
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pleaſe better, if they ſtudied not ſo much to pleaſe. 
Unumquodque - genus cunt ornatur caſte pudiceque, fit il- 
Iuftrius : Cum fucatur, @ prelinitur, fit prefligioſum. 
Aul. Gell. Nof. Attic. Lib. 7, cap. 14, Thus. the 
Farewcl of Armida to Renaldo is too aftetted : 0 you, 
ſays ſhe, who carry away part of my ſelf. and leave the 


other ; either take the one, or reſtore the other, or give 


death to both». Here's too much Art. 


IT. 


IVorn-out Thoughts by too often repeating, pleafe 
no more, according to the maxim in Pluloſophy ; 
Ab aſſuetis non fit paſſia, For inſtance, 'tis common: 
ly faid of Great Men, that having oycrcom their 


Enemies, they have overcom themſelves. Or thus, 


{© The King has overcom Victory itſelf. 
Ins 


Trifling Thoughts, which uſually conſiſt of Punns; 
Conceits, and Equivocals, dazlc.only the Vulgar, and 
impoſe on half-witted Perſons, who arc taken. with 
Pelf and Tinſel, They arc but falſe Diamonds , 
Briftol Stones; nothing coſts leſs, or is caſier to be 
found ; all 7e/t-Books are full of them, 


Pleaſing 
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' Pheafing Thoughts firerchd too far, are againſt the 
Rules of Exacthneſs. Thus Pallavicini ſays, ** That 
« Seneca petfumies his _— with Amber & Civer, 
«* which atlength make the head ache, tho they pleaſe 

at firſt. Such are Witticiſms, Antitheſes, & Apo- 
ſtrophies, ſpoken in the heigth of Gricf- ' Fox, is it 
not ridiculous to ſay at that time, * T will live as an 
© unfortunate Monſter of Love, to whom an unwor- 
* thy Life 1s the only puniſhment worthy of his im- 
* piety, Thequibbles of worthy and wnworthy arc not 
proper to 7anerede's deep forrow. 
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CHAP V. 


Of over-Refin'd, Subtle Thoughts. 
. | I 
f NNE vould think one could not be too curious 
not delicate, but too much every where, is Vi- 
 Hous: Vitlumeſl ubique quod nimium efl> Quint. Lb. 
8, cap-3. Delicacy of Thoughts has its bounds, as 
well as the ſublime &pleaſing. Men over-rcfitie fom- 


Umes with thinking too nicely, and then the Thought 
dege- 
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degenerates into a ſubtilty, which ſtretches beyond 
what we call Delicacy. This ſubtle Refining then 1s 
an exquiſite Aﬀectation, .or as an Italigqn calls it, a 
diſtillation of theBrain; 'tis nat finencſs,but- over ſub- 
tle Refining: Words are wanting to expreſs Things 
ſo airy, we can ſcarce conceive them, and: nothing 
properly can explain them but Examples. Thus a 
French Poet, ſpeaking of $. MaryMagdalens Rock, fays; 


Alambic lambriſs* ſans diminution, 
Lambris alambique ſans interruption: 


IL 


But I inſiſt not on ſuch as this, which js plainly ill, 
out of too .much ſubtilty ; but of theſe that ſeem 
good, and haye ſomthing in them that. is,ſurpriſing 
at firſt. The ſubtle Matvezzi ſecking out the reaſon 
why Novelty is pleaſing, ſays, That mankind being 
neceſſitated todycybehold nat willingly decay'd things, 
which put them in mind of that unayoidable 'ne- 
ceſlity. 

Mamertin the Emperour, Zuliar's Panegyriſt, ſpeak- 
ing of proud Emperours, who had but contempt for 
. their Subjects. . They raiſe them to preferment, ſays 
he, leſt they ſhould not deſpiſe Perſons honored with 
'Digmities- 3 oILET} 8 el 

& as 
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As from over-refining to Nonſenſe there is but a 
ſep, the paſſage iscafic from the one to the other, 
and when they joyn together, *cis nothing but brighe- 
neſs and darkneſs on all ſides. Thus a Spaniard 
ſays; That the Crown of Spain is the Suns Zodiack 
0n Earth. 

Again, a French Panegyrift of the late Prince of 
Conde, ſpeaking of his Picture, thus; This  PiRture, 
which never having had a prim'd cloath, being as ſoon 
made as drawn, had his ſweat mixt with the Enemies 
Blood for Colours ; his Sword for Penſil; his Heart for 
Painter ; his Deſigns for Draughts ; and himſelf for Ori- 
ginal. Iknow not which toadmixe moſt, cither the 
over-Refining or the Nonſenſe. 

Theſe Thoughts muſt nceds pleaſe thoſe that loyc 
ſubtle Refining- 
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CHAP. VL 
Of Obſcure Thoughts. 
I. 


'Othing is more contrary to plain and intelli- 


gible Thoughts than Obſcurity, whuch ariſcs 
chiefly 


4" 
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chiefly from three Caufes ;': FAY From ric. Thought 
ifelf. © Secondly, From. the Expreffion- Thirdly , 
From Hiſtorical Cireemaftances;” which lztecr cannoc 
reaſonably be excepted againſt But 1 fpeak of that 
Obſcurity which is in the Thought. it ſelf, whereof 
there are ſome which may well be compair'd to dark 
Nights, or thick, Foggs, which hinder from ſcetpg. 
Nether: Orators nor Poces deſeryg to be read, when 
they make + MyReery- of their Phoughts ; They are 
like thoſe Women that go mask'd- in the Streets, or 
hide themſelves under thezr, Hoods, and will not be 
known ; we muſt let them paſs by, and not fo much 
as take notice of thoſe Apocaliptick, Cypher Writers, 


I. 


As to the other Cavufes of Obſturity in ingenious 
Works, i ufually ariſes from brevity; for, from 
binding up things tooclofe,rhey choak or ftifle them, 
as E may fay; and this makes Facitus fo Obſcure. 
There are certain Thoughts that cannot be under- 
ſtood without a ccrtain-number of Words. It were 
to be wiſhed, we could impart our Thoughts with- 
out the help of Words, as Angels do ; but not being 
pure Spirits, we are forcd to haye recourſe to Lan- 
guage, to expreſs what we think. I like nothing ber- 
tcr than to ſay: many things in few. Wards, provided 

E We 


\ 


32 Regular and Irregular Thoughts 


we make our ſclves underſtood ; but ulic difficulty js 

to be underſtood ; and all the Art confilts to take 
ſuch meaſures, that clearncfs; impaires not ftrength, 
nor ſtrength clearneſs. 


HI. 


But on the contrary ſide, the Senſe is often loſt in 
the abundance of Words. For, ſuch there are who: 
fay nothing, tho they talk much. 1 


IV. 


Equiwecal is when the Thought has, as it were, two 
Faccs, and we know not in which ſenſe to take it; 
or arc in doubt whether it be true or falſe. Thus 
Graciani ſpeaking of the Mind, fays,' That the Un- 
derſtanding is the King of Attributes ; meaning, that. 
It 1s the predominant Perfection in. Man, 4nd he. 
that of his Will knows to make a Sacrament,. is a Sone- 
raign over himſelf ; nacaning, to conceal the motions 
of our Heart, and make a Myſtery theregt to others 


V. 


' Another Cauſe of Obſcurity is, when the Thought 
is maim'd ( if 1 may fay fo) and imperfe. Mo | 
_ | thinks -- 
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thinks ſuch obſcure and confus'd Writers, inſtcad of 
their Thoughts, repreſent to usthe Chaos, | + 
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The. \Cloſe," 5 Wh hob 
Feer all, to Think and Write well, 'tisnprehaigh: 


to read choice, and excellent Authors. But in 


Writing we muſt have always bcforc oar-Eyes ſeyeral 
Pcrſons as Witneſſes, nay,as Judges of our Thoughts. 
Thus, to avoid falſe, affected, and blund'ring 
Thoughts, we muſt propoſe to our ſelves a Man 
of a right, natural, and ſound Underſtanding: and 
ask our ſelves, would this ſatisfie ſuch a one? would 
this have contented Sir Philip Sydney ? Or perhaps 
it would not be amiſs 16 wc. thought. of my-Lord- 
Bacon, whoſe Judgment was fo exact,that he was not 
fatisfied with pretty things, but would have fair and: 
good ones. | bw, 

For Noble Thoughts, we might repreſent to our 
ſclves Milton,« whoſe Paradiſe Loſt is full of. ſuch. 
For pleaſing, delicate Thoughts, our Waller ; or the 
French Voiture. And- as for clear and intelligible 


Thoughts, it would not perhaps” be amiſs,” to have 


in proſpect ſome Perſons not of ſo: quick Underſtan- 
ding, and to ſay to our ſelves ſomtimes, would Mr: 


ſuch 


_- 
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fich a one. underfiand 'my Thoughts | well?  -Bur 
aboye all, ao-ayoid'the Charadter of certain Perfons/ 
who diſlike all Thoughts that are Natural; who 
ſeek -not "to adorn, © but to*paine Truth | 


\Orat: \ Finally, who think 
Then others . need. mych co 
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